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on of which was a coaſiderable of 'the Lot 
2 3 phy 8 
3 e then 
peo dye pore igetFery v1 
V7 Ad, view Mi eve ol hy 
b 1 4 cd tuirleſs In che duch verſe it 


the — did by exchide themſelves from 
the privileges of the Chriſtian altar: Ve have as 
altar, whereof they have mo right to cat, who ſerve 
the tabernacle. is Fritten in the 1 Cor. ix. 13. 
thas 75 wool he 20 Sons parades: 
| the altar. Certain portions of ſeveral ſacrifi- 


NN vpothethe alter, au . 


1 er faſt $49 6 T 190 e, 


. Whoſe entire dependance is i a> (of whom 
the altar was an eminent type) have a peculiar in- 
ttreſt in him, and live by 34 1 has 2 


vcbeir ſalyvation by:makitg dime 
3 vg +64 an Eve da = 5 br the 
bo ch Dk beg Fa 1 ght 8 
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The Mang -as he did ; conſidering that death 


in a little while put an end to all the hardſhips 
| — liſe; and th . ſhall ere long enter into 
.evelalting. reſt. his is the 1 — of what we 
read in the chirteenth and ſourteenth verſes: — 
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him therefare. 15 Ws. 


continually ; that is, 
0 „ The proviſion wh 


which are incum- 
<-bent. . he 3 
« , tures.” n 
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not. 
III. The enforcement of ＋ 
ſerif God is well: pleaſed. "When 15 2272 
15 the words have been diſtinctiy Forlidered, Lam 
: . 11% nature of the ame to , which 12 2 
ere exhorted, deſerv OMe. con n 
da good, and 2 To ee, 4 % mare 


general, and. larger is more cular. 
I. Neil. doing is required; it For in the power 


of all to communicate ; the circumſtances of man 
are ſo ſtrait, that they cannot ſpare any of their 
ſenſible enzoyments for the relief of others. But 
there is no condition ſo mean and deſtitute in the 
4 world, 
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world, as to fender & perfor anne ca 
of doing good: the mo indigent may find oppor 
tunities ro do good offi 

and by ſome - means or other promote their wel- 


ſare: tho mY can do not Hing ele, yet hoſes. 
may pray oh Pater of. bs; from 
e e Th 


ſtance of w wich ien not to be netz 

lected or deſpis d. 

Such is the nen of men Here bm earth} thik 
55 depend upon one another; and their need of 


common 
Grd, 1. bolt hire: Peels 
70 pon, do ye atfo to th bhewiſe* ;a'narrow' ſelfiſh 
temper would be leſs prevalent,” Where is the man 
that would not think it-reaſonable to be aſſiſted 
by his neighbours when his caſe yires it? and 
hy ſhould not he endeavour tor be to them? 
The of the beſt of men cannot exten to 
God; be is infinitely above them; but it is :rvices- 
ble to the inhabitants of this earth; there are none of 
them without their wants, and it would be happy 
for them all. F every | holed. not on bis 0ws 
ſo as to diſregard wm Sort = 
not. 
jects, towards whom our goodneſs ſhould be ex- 
erciſed. We are elſe where commanded to imitate 
r ro viſe on the 
evil and on rhe good; and ſendeth his rain on the juf 
xd on „ hriſtians we «row 
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ces for thoſe about them, 
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— . che" hee- bontads 


therefore ĩt becomes them to have a peculiar con» 
cern for each other: the rule of their faich and 
manners not only allows but requires this; yet are 
—— bir to be as univerſally uſeful as 


capaci 

| be emplo 4 fo. to be ſubſerviear 
to their benefit. : 

— oe; hare > 

its © to partic in t 

manner. God t fit to pa wt. — 
bonds he. = gjond- — aby in the circumſtances of 
men here on earth. We ſee ſome 
ſhare of the can am of life; they 


ae ems 5 nd, 5 5 = 
its bleſſings, to give rtunity for the en- 
creiſa of eule in tha cevelſrnita and of libera-' 
AY thoſe that bound: therefore t * to 
plenty, and do what they can to 
*of Gd, who will not et of heir dur. 
ö CYL: 3 
— — 
to ch as are in $3 pains 
to get them ſupplies, yet how backward are they 
to hand any — — ſubſtance ⁊ 
ee . e b b wth W e 
and 1 d, be. 


geren plead with ad 8 — feed and — them, 


they muſt be excus d from bearing a ſhare of 


te expe part of any ey ſuch a c—_— 
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diſcovers 2 covetous 'temper 3 ough they expreſs 
ſome compaſſion and love to 2 = v2 'yer they” 


manifeft a greater affection to the good things of 
time, if they will not part with them for thei 


I do not know chr God has in the Goſpel hs 


vieutarly inſtructed.” us, hat proportion of | our" 


eſtates we are to communicate to the poor. We 
find perſons exhorted to do in this caſe, 25 God 
bath proſpered them, 1 Cor. xvi. 2. and it 15 ſaid, 
that rhe Diſciple 


s determined to contribute according to 
rheir ability, to the relief of their ' afflifted brethren,” 
Acts xi. 29. Every one muſt judge for himſelf 
in this matter: how much of our earthly poſſeſſi- 
ons we ought to devote to charitable uſes muſt be 
refer d to our conſciences; theſe may derive ſuſſi- 
cient light from the general directions of God's 
word, to enable us to diſcharge our duty in this 
reſpect. Let none imagine that they only are o- 
bliged o communicate, Who have overflowing e- 
ſtares. Few of the primitive Chriſtians, of whoſe 
bounty we read, were rich as to this world; their 
condition was, for moſt part, mean, yet they had 
libera} minds, and their gifts were abundant 5. 

Not only thoſe who are richly furniſh'd with the 
good things of this earth, t to give to them 
that need; barsch as get their liveli by their 
Lbour, Eph. iv. 28. Let him that ffole ſtcal no mores 
but rather let him labour, working with his hands the 


= thing which is good, that he m Ae eder im the 


 weedeth. We ſhould mw dere: by all poſhble 


methods, to do good, particularly, b Fake work 
what we can ſpare the orts f this w 
to relieve the neceſſitous. | 
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* 2 Cor. viii. 2, 3. 


Feen err 
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II. Let conſider the manner wherein this is 

lf toda good, and to communicate, for- 
get not. It is obſervable, that in the ſecond verſe: 


af chis chapter (Where a Work of beneficence is 


enjoynad) he. Apaſtle uſes this method of expteſ- 
ſion, f Ba wet forgetful to entertain ſtravgers +4 And it 
ſeems, Firſts tg imply a grea pro neneſs in men to 
neglect my iob:charicyz and Secondly, to denote the 


porn 2 e eee Sed 
. The cutjon that is apply d to theſe duties, 
ſeems: to intimate 4 great proneneſs in men to the negleth 
of them. The behaviour of moſt plainly ſhews, 
that we necd ta be caution'd, againſt forgetting ta do 
gaad, and t c gte. The want of a practical 
remembrance APY 2 a a n 3 * 
Hen mu reſt in works of pie they think it 
ſu ſſicient that they frequently l | 


cient t 
divine worſhip :. ſeeing they perform acts of devo-: | 
tion, and pay their homage to God, they 'appre+ | 
hend that all is well with them, however negligent - 
they be of the duties which they owe to men. 
their conſciences are quieted by an appearance of 
re ing their Creator, tho they are very un- 
profitable to their fellow - creatures; but there 15.59 
true piety where there is no charity. Is it poſſi- 
ble for auy to have communion, with God, isse: 
gad. and daes good, in the duties of his worſhip 
without ſome conformity to him in goodneſs? A. 
Cornelis 45 A devont Man, and prayed alway, ſo he 
gave much alms to the people; his prayers and his 
alms are ſaid to came up for 4 memorial before God, 
Acts x. 2, 4. Yet, there are multicudes who act as 
if they thought that giving the ſruit of their lips to 
God diſcharg d them from all obligations, to con- 
tribute to the welfare of men. Therefore when 
the Apoſtle requires the Hebrews to make their of- 
ferings to God lr er they ſhould der? 
15 them - 


- 


govern'd by ſalf-love, 
ö n for the good of others. The pro- 
penſity which the God of nature has given — 


LEE that which promiſes happineſs, is 
ceſſary and uſeful ;- when well regulated; it io 


vantageous to ourſelves, and inclines us to ſeek ons 
paſſion of ſelf- 


another's benefit. But when the 
love is not kept within due bounds,-it is the 
of innumerable evils, and a  obſtack to 
works. The Apoſtle deſcribing -a 
rx of things, — the h ebnen ſay- 
ing, That men ſhall be lovers of their cum ſelves 
im. lit. 2. Ever ſince the entrance of into 
he world, a contracted ſelſiſn ſpirit has 

prevail'd: men have been very much diſpos d = 

ſuffer their 02vn- things, to 5 their regards —— 
they are proſperous, how little are they a 
with the calamities of others ? their fondneſs for 
themſelves forbids their being at any great pains 
or expence to help the deſtitute and diſtreſſed. 
What ſtrangers are they to their own hearts, wh 
are inſenſible of the inordinate — of ſelſcirue 
in them? Have we not therefore of this 
caution, Forget not 0 4.5 goods wag ” * 
cate f * 
Beſides, an eee cles to 3 of 
this world, which is too; general, very mob 


the performance of chargeable ſervices. » When anon” A 


departed from God, be gave ſenſible enjoyments a 

large ſhare of his heart: the love that Was due to 

his Creator was plac'd upon creatures; and when 

the bleſſed Spirit has. effectually turn d is ſoul to- 

wards God, there remains in hima woful tendency to 

the things of ſenſe, while he continues * | 
I 
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But how is the. conver/ation of many profeſſors 


* 


they follow after earthly riches? How unwilling 
are they :to part with them? Perhaps they'll beſtow 
ſome cold commendations upon uſeful undertak- 


ings; but they are very averſe to be concern'd in 
them, if expenſive. The love of this world, and 


: 


another 5 therefore the Apoſtle, in the account 
which he gives of the ill characters which would 
be common in bad times, immediately adds the 
covetons, to that of lovers of - their own ſebves, 


2 Tim. iii. 2. And men muſt mortiſy their af- 


ww 


love to their own ſelves, which is not an agreeable 
work to corrupt nature, otherwiſe they will not 
do good, arid communicate. 5 
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Again, 4 diſtruſt of providence, to which men are 
d. very much inclin'd, ſtraitens their hearts, and ſlackens 
10 WW their, hands in thoſe charitable offices which they ſhould 
ve" Bporforen for one another. Nothing is more evident 
is- chan the uncertainty and precariouſneſs of earthly 


poſſeſſions ; ſuch as do not rely upon the care of 
God, are therefore anxious to provide againſt loſſes 
and difappomtments;; though they enjoy abundance 
a. preſent, yet they are unwilling to part with ſu- 
perfluiries (to aſſiſt the poor, not knowing how 
ſoon they may become neceſſary to themſelves. 
This is the language of unbelief. As it argues a 
difidence of the promiſes of God, fo it directly 
Oppoſes the injunct ions of his word, Pro. iii. 27. 
Withbold'not good from ther to whom it is due, when 

ME: B 2 it 
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5 | ſon on this ſide Heaven, whaſe 
1- | affections: a d diſengag d from earthly comforts 
a chey ſhould be 7 It is the duty, and it ought to 
be che labour of every Chriſtian, in this imperfect 
ch tate, to mortify his deſires to worldly objects. 


ſtain d with-covetow/neſs ? With what greedineſs do 


finful ſelf-Jove, have a cloſe connection with one 


fections to the things of this earth, as well as their 


4 

_ 
1 
© 
* 
1 
1 
1 
1 
| 
1 
4 
Mg 
F 
' 

# 
? 


(12) | 

ir is in the por of thine havid to do it; he good that 

we are here forbidden to withhold om chem to 

whom it is due, does not only fi #«huft debt; 

but the ſuccour which we are obliged to afford the 

_ - Indigent by the great law of love, as appears from 

the next "verſe, Say not to thy 4 1b ü 

come again, and to morrow I will give, - when the 

_ baft 15 hee. The wiſe man ſpeaks as if he —_ 

a large diſtribution of our comforts” to thoſe 

want, to be a good proviſion for an evil day 

" Ecclrſe xi. 2. Give 4 portion to ſeven, and alſo ti 

eight, for thou kaoweſt nit what evil” ſhall be um 1 

* earth; ' "How contrary is this to the arguings of 

men's «»belicving hearts, which their words and ac 
tions plaialy declare 00 1 7 

Thus I have repreſented to you ſome of . the 

. vicious diſpoſitions which are predominant in ma 

kind, whereby their doing good,” and - communicating 


5 
* = 7 * * 
. 


Fos a= Arad 124.425 


is oppoſed. From hence ariſe the various Plea fe 
v hich you hear, to excuſe their not regarding thoſe Tt 


caſes of charity that are offer d. As, “ that they n 
are at great charges other ways: their familie Sl 
„ are numerous, and they ſhould be worſe tha 
infidels if they did not take care to provideaſoſ m 
-« them. There are others much more able, ane 
& lefs burthen'd, than they are: let them do th 
c duty, and then there will be no great need ot 
their help. They have alſo many exceptions tc 
make againſt the moſt uſeful deſigns. Did you 
ver know any good work propoſed, which JUIC 
nor be — v0 withour expence; againſt whi 
a cloud of cavils has not been raiſed? Do not ſuch 
things evidence perſons difinclination to de good, an- 
ro communicate? which the caution in my text un 


SFS Na 


plies. WF {7 e 
2. This denotes the importance of theſe duties 
if they were nor very momentous, ' and-the-danger 


SD 


ot 


* 
„ ( 23) 
of them had not been 

J 2 Don fo caution'd? 

; _=—_ that they deſerve the . irherition, and 

ſt careful performante, if we conſider, 

1. That they are in themſelves very excellent. It is 

-God-like to do godd, and to communicate; God i 

the beſt, as well as the greateſt of beings Lags | 

48 his goodneſs (a)? the —— is full of it (b). We 

read of the bd of bis tender mercies ; theſe are 

Over all bis works (c). How communicative is the 

divine Being! what a world of Oe depend 

n him, and have br * wants ſupply'd from his 

bounty ! he ſatisſieth t e N a). 

What has x RT that 1e 52 has a 5 

from him? he giveth unto all life, and breath, and 

= all things (e). Nor is he weary of weltdoing ; hit 

de, endureth continually (f). Well then may It 
be ſaid, that it #s bleſſed to give (g). This is to re- 
ſemble God, who daily loadeth us with his benefits. 

It is the glory and happineſs of Heaven, where pur 

nature hall be perfected, to be like our Maker. 

Should we not chen beware forgetting to do good, and 

ro communicate Our readineſs herein is a moſt a- 

miable image of the ſupreme being. 

2. It is highly becoming thoſe who bear the 
Chriſtian name, to do good, and to communicate. They 
profeſs to believe in ved who was rich, but became 
poor, that they thro' his povert 3 ght be made rich, 
2 Cor. x, 9. And ſhould not they be ready 
to exerciſe ieſs, towards whom ſuch grace has 
been ex preſs d? It is the character of him who is 


their Lord and Maſter, that he went about my 


* 


— 


5 — 
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(a) Pal. Xxxi. 19, Pl Pſal. xxxiii. 7. (c) PO, cxlv, 9. 
(4) Pfal. cxlv. 16. (e) Acts xvil. w_ 0 Pal, li. 1. 


(. | Act XX. 37 · * 
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| jtion in this world wes 
| qr ts — op being he ſay in Joe Fe 


-; Tek feats „Silver an 7 7 haue none 
His 88 8 ae repreſented þ ee by himſelf _— 
ſtitute of life; he ſays, 
that he hed oy: E to lay his b bead, Mat. viii. 20. 
Wel-dipols e unto him of their ſhe 
farce to ſuppl 1 wants, Lake viii. 3. It could 


not therefore expected that he ſhould commu» 


nicate a large ſhare of his ſenſible enjoyments to the 


neceſſitous, ſeei 8 he, Himſelf was ſo poorly fur- 


niſh'd vir acl But there are many other ig- 


ſtances of his great compaſſion and readineſs to help 


the afflicted upon As x Multitudes were healed. 


by him, and delivered from their maladies : how 
— did he impärt the beſt bleſſings to ſuch as 
api unto him ? Should not the bs * 
was in him, be in his followers? Is it not high 
92 1 * they ſhould commiſerate the diſtreſſ > 
penſe ſuch things as they have for their re- 
le ? =- unlike his diſciples do they Ar, who 
do not manifeſt bowels of merq and charit 
Again, the Goſpel diſpenſation with w 


of God is 3 diſplay' d. The Goſpel 
us, that TE Land the world, as. to give his an 
— Son, that woos helicueth in him 


of divine goodneſs unto ſinners : the, abounding — 


„ but have everlaſt ing He. „What a glorir | 
EX pas yo inſtance of his bounty as hig nt bis 


0 Son, whom he delivered; up for a. And 


incongruous and unſeemly will in be in thoſe whe | 


are under an Oeconomy of ſuch grace, to forget 
to do good, and to communicate. 
It concerns thoſe who profeſs Chriſtianity, to 


cultivate in themſelves an evangelical temper. The 
Want of this in the diſciples drew a rebuke from 


Our 


S SNS 


Chri- : 
ſtians are favour'd, diſcovers and L the riches 


67% 


er dert deen, Wben the light f the Goßfe 


to break out. They were great: 
— Fr an affront that was offer'd to their 
ropoſed that he ſhould reveng 
the Lemon of it, by con 
jo moe down from Heaven to conſume them, as Elia 
d. But their counſt] was by no means pleaſing 
to him: he furned and rebuked them, and ſaid, 
voc what manner of ſpirit ye are of; vr the Sor 
of Man is not cum to deſtroy men's lives, but to ſave 
them, Luke ix, 54, 55- © You do not cer 
c unſuitable che Spirit you now diſcover is to gra- 
« 'ctous defign, upon Wich I am come into the 
ce world, and the diſpenſation that I am introduc- 
« ing. Nothing can be more becoming Chrifti- 
2 who enjoy the Goſpel of grace, than to be Rind 
3* Thoſe who profeſs godiineſi ſhould be care- 
1 to do good, and to communicate ; for hereby God 
7 as well as the Goſpel adorn d. The 
* of God lies very near the hearts of all that 
re truly pious; than which nothing can be more 
reaſonable. Are they not under the ſtrongeſt 
obligations to him? And ought, it not to be 
their higheſt concern to glorify his name? The 
Scriptures fufficiently inſtrut them how this is 
to be done. They are told herein, that men will 
be induc'd to glorify their heavenly Father, by ſee- 
ing their good: Ss (a). And hey are preſſed by 
this confideration to bring forth much fruit, 
John xv. 8. Herein is aher glorified, that yo 
bear much fruit. And there is no fruit more glo- 
ious to God than love, gentleneſs, and [5 
neſs ; hereby that virtue of his is ſhewn bh. | 


—— — — — — — 
(a) Mat. v. 16. 1 Pet. 1 4 


in 


( 16 ) 

in the exerciſes and diſplays of Which he takes 
ſpecial delight. As God is glorified, fo is the. f 
| Goſpel adorn d by the forwardnefs of thoſe to. de 
good, and to communicate, who profeſs ſubjection 
do it. How is this recommended Is there not 
4 ſenſible teſtimony given to its divine original, 
When it is powerful to work in de el of 

men good diſpoſitions, and to make them. bleſs, JN --: 
logs to all around them? If ſuch effects of the 
dattrine of God our Saviour did more . commonly, 
appear, might it not be hoped that they would, 
contribute to ſpread the belief of it? Surely they: 
would put to filence the ighorance, of fookſh men, 


A 


1 Pet. Ul. 15. 


There is hardly any thing has a greater tenden - 
<7 prejudice men againſt the Goſpel, than, a, 
chiurliſh ſtingy temper in thoſe who pretend 2, 
great regard to it. Common people are muc 

inclin'd to judge of religion by the behaviour of 
its profeſſors, though this very often differs wide- 
ly 4 its . Therefore the evil con- 
verlation of ſuch as would be thought to eſpouſe 
theſe principles, is by no means a ſure ſign that 
they ate not good. Let, inafmuch as the genera 
lity of mankind: are ſo apt to form. their notions 
of perſons 2 7 5 ſentiments by what they ob- 
ſerve in their lives, it behoves Chriſtians to take 
care that they avoid whatever may occaſion any to 
think or ſpeak meanly of the Goſpel. Are they 
not bcholden to this for many and great privi- 
leges? Gratitude then obliges them to have a ten- 
der concern for its reputation; and they cannot 
take a better method to make the word of life ap- 

ar honourable in the eyes of men, than to ho 

forth in their converſation the generous rules which 
it preſcribes. Their ſelſ-denial for the good of 
others, their ſecking and laying hold of opportu- 
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« like that of beaſts, y 
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wenn vile 


llent religie! 


to Wegen which 
&. an honour upon 
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iſe good works, but to others. Th 
—— . 12 es are, the. 


e may i 


| N RD 
thole who obſerve it, to an dine of him, which 


will be greatly to their advantage, but upon the 


account 1 the ee. . ſeveral receive 
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by the fruits 
and others ſhare 


oodneſs. He diſperſeth roa 


him 1 8 Learn- 
ed and Dr. Owen in 
EA himſelf thus, * $97 he acting wy be- 
1 cee, - 7 the glory 0 fa ſo, it is 
* the h ent of human converlati- 
« on: Wi a wh dick e ory of mankind by 
yea v 8 
5-: Men. ſhopld —5 pul 42 9 
18 and communica s.W1 
hi 


eat | gainers . wi rv love, 2. 1 

ſers the exerciſe of N is falſly ſo cal 
led. There is a great deal 4555 eaſure in well- do- 
ing. A mind rightly turn Fark mort fatisfaRion 
by far in communicating and doing good, than in 
| hoarling 


(1999 
hoaiding or in ſpending 
mins Ne a Nita 1 e thi 
this is agreeable to Hs tence of all liberal per- 
ſons, as it is to ma A Prov. NG 
A good man atisfied from $ 
| Kade are led; that will abound _ account of 
thoſe from whom they proceed, Phil. iv. 17. What 
is parted with to relieve the deſtitute, is not loſt to 
ourſflves: it is lent upon the beſt" ſecurity, and 
It ſhall be repaid with vaſt intereſt, Prov. xix. 17. 
He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord, 
and the which he ath given him will be pay him 4. 
yu” Deeds of charity are repreſented by ſeed that 
15 ſown, which ſprings up, and yields a large in- 
Kg: Gal. vi. 9. Let us not be weary in well - doing; 
n ap, if we faint not. He 
that ſoweth bountifully, ſhall reap bountifulh, 2 Cor. 
ix. 6. To do good, and to communicate, are ſacrifices 
"well-pleaſing unto God, therefore they are highly be. 
 'neficial ro our ſelves. Do they not then deſerve a 
<loſe and conſtant regard? But this leads to the 
34 thing obſerv'd in the text ; rhat is, the 6. 
Fortement of theſe duties; ſach ſacrificrs God 
7s well pleaſed. The Hebrews had been accuſtom'd 
to ſacrifices; theſe were a conſiderable part of that 
religion which they formerly profeſs d, and to 
which they till greatly inclin d. The Apoſtle 
therefore, in order to recommend Chriſtian ſervices 
to them, calls theſe facrifices. Nor is this name 
improperly apply d to good deeds ; ſor herein we 
retinquiſh ſomething which is our 5 y, in 
"Sbedience to the will of God, and fir is ſake; 
as the Few did of old, when his bullock, or his 
lamb, His wine, or his oyl were offered to the Lord 
Eq up and, transfer'd to Bin, bis 5 wy 
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* Thoſe eg of love which Chriſtians owe! 
one another, being ſtil'd ſacrifices, the Feen Dor 
God has to theſe is expreſs d much. in the fame 
manner that 3 457 ES antient 0 ; 
is Is to 4 ſavour | 0 
therein, or. to be wal plac ed with. 4 ell ere 
is in the method of expreſſion here uſed, a plain 
intimation, that to 4e good, and to. communicate, are 
in —— te manner ples N to ee Such facrifices 
* agreeable to him, who is love, 
— goodneſs : and he has clearly Gee 
his g rear approbrio of theſe. os 
great and precious promiſes has God 
Nags who do not forget to do 4. and,to 
communicate |. to enumerate theſe wou e up 
great deal of time. Is not he 3 Wh 
who confidereth. the poor ? He is not to n 1 8 
exemption. from troubles, but he ſhall, experience 
the tender mercy of God under his afflictions, who 
can and will in due time . b. 44 15 nr 
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of God, f 

x benen N with the f . of 
time. Bag ba chat e e that 
bath a bountiful eye, is ſtil'd bleſſed (a). ue 
ſhare of creature - comforts cannot ſecure the on- 
rs thereof from want; and the rich are ſometimes 
grie vouſly diſtreſſed wich the fear of this. 4 How 
— may they live who are in no 5 

of eln This is the happy caſe of thoſe who 
give unto the poor, as the Scripture tells us, Prov, 
Iii. 27. He that giveth to t 


poor, ſhall. not lack, 
The liberal ſonl, w — — liberal = | Penh hang, 
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be ee them, Iſa. 
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(a) Powe, ple, 21. ch, xii, 97 
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that the providence of God is à great deep; 

often we know not what he is à doin in this we Ia. 

Tt is but 2 ſmall part of his ways that We ate ci 

2 at preſent of ſurveying; yet . — 
a remarkable hleſſit _—— the 

fartiifies of the bountifu They viſibl 


who fearter 3 ind ppears te be + ills o 
 withholth AF Hee a Xi. 24. Der 
2 für 1 long 7 wer Pot 4 he had ort 


ſeep the righteogs late, nor bis ſeed leg ging bread, 
Pſal. xxxvii. 25. B y the e righteous he 8 to 
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that God. 53 wal pleas d: with doing good, and com> — 
municatiag. Let us conſider the forco-of this mo- : 
tive to excite us to the diſcharge of theſe duties. 
And, 1. We ue in obliged. 2. Jarereſt 
ſhould induce us to do thoſe xchings which are 
2 10 God. 1. We are in gratitude obliged to 
and to communicatt, ſeting God is well 
wich Harb ſacrifiers Is it not an inſtance of 
amazing and condeſcenſion in the oft High, 
to look with a favourable eye upon any of 
our ſervices?” We are ſinful creatures; and great 
blemiſties cleave to our daties while we are in the 
is * Hdw far ſhort of the glory of the Lord do 
in very ſervice? Might he not then juſtly = 
; fo rejoft our beſt offerings with abhorrence? But is he 
fol fo Rated aa 4 to * that lurie kel 
| c 
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tz) 
which a we are capable of doing 4. And hull we ie2 
| ai eee ? nnen 
wry 4 CRY. eas  * 1. 
phage numerous and large are; rhe favours 
RC 
what patience ering d 
us Notwithſtanding our great unfruitfulneſs, and; 
many provocations, we are yet ſpared our ſpace 
for repentance is prolong d; we chjoy the means 
of grace; à great ſalvation is 'd unto us. 
Though we are leſs than the leaſt of our mercies, 
n ut liberally. and doth not 
wpbraid. How. baſe. will it be 3 that 
Which is pleaſing. To kim, who 1 is continuall LY: mind, 
ful of us for.good ! If we have grarefiul-minds, (to 
| Which all pretend) there cannot —— ſtronger * 
commendation of any thing to us, than «hat it 
. 5 God, hab kindneſs to us has ben 
great and undeſer ved. 
* en 4 7 A to do good, and to communieates 
N — . e to God. What 
can b of greatey —— to us, than to pleaſe him, 
cn vine hand is our breath, and whe are all our. 
45s fi We are weak frail creatures, expos'd to in- 
numerable evils ; it is God only that can cauſe us 
to dwell in ſafety. He is the diſpoſer of all e- 
vents; without im there is not any thing comes 
to paſs: therefore, if be is. for ui, 2ho. can be 4. 
gainſt us! The hearts of all men are under his com- 
mand: God has ſaid, and he will it, that 
when a man's ways pleaſe him, his enemies ſhall be 
2 to be at peace wth. bim, Prov. xvi. 7. He can 
2ajs have all-ſa ion a 4 . 2 Cor. ix. . 
ſu the favour o the Almighty is lifes aud his loving» 
kindneſs is better than life : by Raden eternal ſtate 
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ot 0 cg 10 pleaſe the _ 
Lord? Should it not bor > Soſa and i- 
bour to be accepted of him? 2 Cr. v. 9. "Andean 
r us to 


and to c 


e God? Gratieade and 


fagde us to the diſct of theſe cries. * 


ande . e 1e rin. W 

. Ne tvs Ctr in 7 
cate} then it is not enough that we ds not 
and oppreſi one another. It is to be lamented: 


the number of the injurious who practiſe a 


and violence is ſo great, that we are ready to ap- 
plaud — 2s very good, ho do no harm. How 


— 4. in themſelves that they are "v righteous, be- 
e they are fair and exact in their — with 
men? They flatter themſelves that it ſhall go well 


of their neighbours can accuſe them of any'Inju- 
tice and extortipn. 

If we conſult the word of God, it will inforid 
us, that it is dangerous reſting in negative holineſs. 
Our Lord declares; that every tree which bringeth 
not forth good fruit ſhall be hewn down, and caſt into 


the fire, Mat: vii. 19. Though we take honeſt me- 
thods to acquire the riches of this world, and uſe 
them with great ſobriet oy, — if we go no far- 


ther, our account at laſt will be ous. He 
ſhall be condemn'd” to owtrer darkneſs, where ſhall be 
5 and grraſhi 

is an” 1 ſervant, Mat. xxv. 30. God 
us not only to do juſth, but to love mercy, 
ic. vi. 8. And'ſhall we think it ſufficient that we 


Nen no man, or that we do not ſpend laviſhly 
upon 


care; than that ſuch ſacriſi- 


with them at the bar of God, foraſmuch as none 


we" of reeth, who hides his talent, 
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ſuch worms as we are; to — nth pe 
of making atonement by our off Nor can 


come: dead to the law by the body of Url, that ge 


e ens 9 ourſelves. Thar 
— 2 


end earth has been offended-/j ad diſhonour'd by 
our innumerable violations of is good and holy 


law. Hoy vain and profumprogys rage i it he in 


on reaſonably expe& that our ye] will beplea- 
ſing to God, till our reconciliation he accompliſh'd. 

Thoſe duties only are accounted in the Scriptures 

as fruit unto.God, wherein he takes pleaſure, which 

ſpring from ons pra Chriſt. — + od 

fer our offences, roſe again for. our jaſtiſicuriau, 

Rom. vii. 4. Wherefore my brethren, 9e alſo are be- 


ſhould be mare d to another, oven; to hing. who is 


aworks by 
which is neceſſary in order to gur 


ing God, Heb. ix. 14. It is ech Lind ha | 
_—_ 0 Abel, aud to * offering, Cen. iv. 4. It 
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behoves ii eee e 50 
the, lem um rigranaſdeſd. receive Fü a f 
which Chriſt ius made, and that you are adipred 

in the beloved; otherwiſe your woſt «ch e 
RW ——— — regarded. yew, 
2. Lett beryour: great cars that: your = i 
; without this, 


* : 
in order eo our erung and —— | 
preſly aſſerted in — Id is 100 plair 
came into the world with cotrupt and — 
minds ; and; daes not our Saviour declare, that che 
ner muſt be made good, elſe the frais it bears cannot 
deſerve that character? M. xiil! 33. Are not” 
Chriſtians ſaid! to be God created lane 
by Tow g unte good auer Eph. ii. 10. Thott 
ich are well- plraſin to God, me ſpoken 
22 as, the: fruis of (rhe Spirit, Gil. v. 22, 25, It 
concerns you..therefore to be very ſolicitous/3hat | 
the ſpirit of Chruſt dwells in — that your hearts 
be, l * 2 gods fin rck ing "has 
wing 651 + 


Ll 


mean and incoaladlenbls do 2 ry if n we ex- 
mine them by the divine law, What fad defects 
dock we diſcover in them! when we do S 
d communicate,” are there not . of 
ſeif in our benefactions ? Are they not wofully 
tainted with the. vanity and pride of our beatz! 3 
ls there not then great need of the merit and in- 
ter ceſſion of our righteous Advocate, to recom- 
mead them to his — who is of purer eyes than 
Wk _ | to 


16) 


— -By- him therefore et us offer all 


our ſacrifices: unto:God. Are we not commandad 


i. 17. It is 
not be in 


| Lond I See i is 2porlitw ; ay 


give "Al his — 
or love it would nor 
Though our . — . — — 
apply d, yet if we are not by a principle of 
love to God and our fellow - creatures in diſpenſing 
of them, they ſhall not be accepted. When: — 
good, and communicate, it ſhould be done as un- 
to the Lord; under a ſenſe of our duty and obli- 
gations unto him. Our acts of — ſhould be, 
2s it were, ſacrifices. unto God. We ought to deſign 
his glory by them, n well as the benefit of men. 
Let your communications to theſe purpoſes 
be Fare, and without gruaging; do not ſecretly wiſh 
chat you could with decency avoid being concern- 
ed in any uſeful undertaki that you could eaſc 
4 4 of the charge of it without incurring 
diſagreeable imputations. Think not much 25 
What you impart for the carrying on of any good 
work; let it not be a matter of conſtraint, for tor God 


1 loveth a chearful.g iwer, 2 Cor. ix. 7. 


I hope that you will attend to theſe Amade, 
and that what has been already ſaid will be effectu- 


al to prevail upon you to contribute liberally to- 
wards the ſupport of that = which has 


continued many years in this place. It is very ob- 


vious, that what is given for its maintenance is an 
inſtance of well-doing, Is it not a great kindneſs 


to parents, in mean and low cir ances, _ be- 
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tow a good education * ag the 
burthen wheteof they could not bir t — 
And who knows what ſpiritual advantage thoſe 
families may receive, to which the children belony 
by their being taught to read, und inſtructed in te 
—— — Can any thing be 8 gester act 

ä — who are as it — 
Es erry, than to endeavour their reſcue — 
thoſe temprations to which they Would be exp63 
by ignorance and idleneſs, and to teach them — — 
as may not only enable them to get in hes 
neſt livelihood, but u then 10iſe wito ſalviitron?” 
Is not the public good concetn'd in having thoſe 
fitted for uſeful — who might others 
wiſe go uncultivated, and gdw up to be burthen- 
ſome and hurtful to the community ? Is it not for 
the glory of God to have ſuch train d up in rhei paths 
of virtue and religion, who would be in great dan 

r of living without God and Chiriſt in the world, 

they had no other advantages than wher their 
relatives could, or would afford? The ſeed that is 
ſown in their tender miuds by their reading the 
Scriptures, and that excellent ſyſtim of 
Chriſtian doctrines and duties, the Aſſembly's: Ca- 
techiſm, mi produce fruits that ſhall be Sedus 
to God, as well as beneficial to them. 

Who needs to be told, that about an dinited 
children catindt be thus edutated (all of whom are 
furhiſh'd with Bibles; Teſtatents; and Catechifms; 
and ſome of them are ode apprentices to 
trades ) without - conſiderable) expence? And I 
would hope yow will not grudge to bear a part of 
it, ſeeing it ſeryes ſuch: valuable purpoſes. 

Thoſe liberal perſons who have r the 
management of this charity, are ve tent upon 
enlarging the benefits df it x. had what deſigns ind 
deſires are laudable. Let none of you be * 

9 * 5 


n · yo. ir accompliſſiment. 
rae 15+.through - gpod hand of God over its 
increas'd 5 and it deſerves ſpecial encourage 
1 ſituated in 2 bod where 
g ate 2 numbers of fuch,- whoſe hard labour 
5 ſcarcel furniſh themſel ves and» families wi 
the neceflaries of life ] and the Catholic rules la 
2wn and oblery'd by its managers ſhould recom» 
mend it 40 every good perſon. The children of 
the, poor are admitted; into it without — of 
—— Think not with yourſelves, that you 
d with a vaſt — of charitable 4 
thar you are 2322 teaz d to give upon ſome 
account or other. Prey conſider that the Goſpel 
has eaſed us of great "which the Levitica 
 difpenſation required, The Law of Moſes made a 
large proviſion for the poor, as might be evident · 
ly Dew d. Beſides, it appointed offerings of earth- 
ly enzoyments'to be — the Lord upon various 
occaſions. But we ere not enjoyned to take af 
che heſt of our flocks, and herds, and give them up 
Y be ſacrificed. Surely then, it ill becomes us c 


ny as if we were vouſly dealt with, ia 
— cal'd upon naw. J then, 10 4 good, and to 
hich. ſuch C ice 28 arg 


 well-pleaſing Zn 2h 25:2 03 
Again, 3 theſe, r to whom this Zxtvr- 
ration in my text is: more immediately addreſs d, 
had a much better pretence chan we can have, to 2 
diſcharge from the perſaormance of; coſtly ſervices. 
Not lon lon beſor the writing of this epiſtle, t 2 
were under perſecution, whereby they were ſpoiled 
F their , Chap, x. 34. and it appears from ig 
veral pailages in it, that they had cauſe to be app! 


henſi ve of freſh troubles from the fury of their 


enemies: however, they are prefs'd to do — and 
" communicere.. 2 be en we enjoy great 


tran- 
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tranquillity, our liberties and properties are ſecur d. 
How inexcuſable then ſhall we be, if our hearts 
and hands are ſtrait upon ſuch an occaſion 28 is | 
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The Fate "a the CHARITY - SCHOOL 
in Gravel-Lane, Southwark, as ut 


* 


now flands Dec. 25", 1725. 


HE Foundation of this School was 
in the Year 1687. The Number 
of Scholars at firſt was forty ; after- 
wards increas d to fifty, and now to 
about one hundred. They are 
taught wo read. write, and cypher, 
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and the Children of the 
and Fiſhermen, ec. are foe 
Expence to their Parents. 


| Tas Charge has been defrayed by the Gifts 
and Subſcriptions of private Perſons ; together with 
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